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infinite leagues on a Saturday and Sunday. Then Walter
had a half and a whole holiday respectively. On those days
we got as far as the Caribbees, the Saragossa Sea, Havana,
Kingston, Jamaica. Then, as it seemed to become a necessity
for man to combat Noble Savages, we began to desire to
explore the mainland! That was where my Miss Hall
came in.
Let me let you into a secret. My inner yearnings were
always for the Mediterranean, I desired to be the crafty
Ulysses, or in a lesser degree, even the pious JSneas. Or I
could have done with being the young Caesar—Caius Julius
—when he was taken prisoner by pirates on his way to
study in the Academy founded by Thales of Miletus. Or I
wanted to be Jason or Cleopatra's galley-captain. Yes, I
wanted the kitchen table to be, under my command, a
lofty trireme with the spume threshing away beneath the
azure sky- . . . Over the amethystine sea from the triple
bank of oars.
But there came in class feeling.
From the earliest moments of my awareness of anything
I was aware of Hector taking farewell of Andromache—
Hector with the glorious helmet, his shield making a circle
behind him, leaning on his great spear, already in the mood
to depart but looking back at a rather dim Andromache,
who bore a still dimmer baby. He was going to be dragged
behind the accursed wheels of Achilles. . . . Alas that Tall
Troy must fall!
In those days we were all for the Trojans as later we
were, passionately, for Stonewall Jackson. . . . The glorious
losers, the lost Causes. . . . We even felt a sneaking
admiration for the Spaniards of the Armada, though in
those days of muscular Protestantism we hardly dared to
recognize that even to ourselves.
At any rate the first books that I ever really noticed were
the ones about the Greeks and Romans by Dean Church—
with the coloured designs by Flaxman, Those designs come
back to me as the most beautiful pictures I ever saw—with
always in the background the single, limpid, blue line df
the sea. . . . And the Grecians ships, the high prows}'

